 On June 12, 2022, Dr. Gilbert Cunningham passed peacefully following a long and fierce battle with Parkinson's disease.  Even though Parkinson's robbed him of many of the things he loved, he was a peaceful warrior and fought bravely to the end.

Gil was born March 12, 1942, to Austin and Mildred Cunningham in East Lansing, Michigan. He attended Eastern High School and went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from Michigan State University.  After college, he worked for several years as an engineer for Chrysler in the Detroit area.  There he met Carol, the love of his life, and following a three-year courtship, the two were married on October 11, 1968.  Gil's lifelong love of antiques and all things old, sparked a honeymoon in New England, tracing the provenance of Grandfather clocks.  In his eyes, anything that survived to an antique age deserved the utmost care and respect.
In 1982, Gil and Carol made a major life change, moving the family to Spartanburg, South Carolina to pursue careers in Chiropractic medicine.  Gil graduated from Sherman College of Straight Chiropractic while Carol worked to support the family and went to school at night to prepare to attend Sherman herself.  When Gil graduated, he began a practice in Spartanburg and Carol began her own education at Sherman.  The family then relocated to Tallahassee in the late ‘80s and opened a practice together.  Cunningham Chiropractic has been a successful practice providing care and healing to the Tallahassee community for over 30 years. 

Gil never lost his passion for cars, though, and his healing touch extended into a lifelong passion for restoring and collecting cars.  His time at Chrysler sparked a special interest in the Chrysler 300 letter series (1955-1965).  He was instrumental in founding the Chrysler 300 Club International and served as host for the group’s inaugural meeting.  He went on to serve as Chief Judge and unofficial archivist, historian, and librarian.  Today, the Chrysler 300 club boasts thousands of members worldwide.  Gil's standard for "Molecular Restoration," as he called it, was based upon originality, and provided the criteria for his judging and an inspiration for his own vehicle restoration.  

Far from being stuck in the past, though, Gil was forever looking forward intellectually and spiritually.  He was an adventurer and traveler, who loved animals, genealogy, history, fast cars, and a good gin martini.  His kindness embraced everyone who crossed his path and will be a lasting comfort to friends and family

Gil is survived by his wife, Carol; son Graham (Debbie); grandchildren, Silas and Katie of Atlanta, GA; daughter, Angela of Tallahassee, FL; sister Carol Purkey of Michigan, several nieces and nephews, and many friends who loved him and will miss him dearly.
In lieu of flowers, please consider taking up Gil's battle against Parkinson's disease by donating to the Michael J. Fox Foundation at michaeljfox.org.

The family wishes to thank Westminster Oaks and the staff at the Bertrand Health Center for their care and kindness and Big Bend Hospice for their thoughtfulness and respect.
Please join us for a celebration of life on July 10th at Goodwood Museum and Gardens in the Carriage House from 2p-6p.  Please bring some memories to share.

In the words of his dear friend, Elizabeth Dupin Wieland, "Gil, you have reached the land of no speed limits, no driving restrictions.  You can put the pedal to the metal and drive forever.  Godspeed, dear friend.”
